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bilateral ties

Singapore and Malaysia Dental Associations
hold joint scientific meeting in bid to strengthen

The Singapore Dental Association (SDA) organised
a Scientific Convention and Trade Exhibition jointly
with their Malaysian counterparts, from 5 to 6
December 2009 at The Grand Paragon Hotel in Johor
Bahru.

The prestigious event was graced by several high-
ranking officials from both sides of the Causeway,
a testimony of the strength and warmth of bilateral
ties. Singapore’s Ministry of Health was represented
by A/Prof Patrick Tseng, the Chief Dental Officer
(CDO) while Dato Dr Norian binti Abu Talib, Senior
Health Director from Malaysia’s Ministry of Health,

represented the Malaysian contingent.

The Convention's theme is 'Striving Towards
Dental Excellence Together' and featured prominent
speakers from both countries addressing areas
of significant impact and recent advances in the
world of dentistry. Up to 300 dentists and related
personnel from both countries were expected to
attend the lectures and exhibition as part of their
Continuing Professional Education (CPE). This is
especially important for Singapore dentists who are
now required to clock 70 hours of credits before they
can renew their practicing licenses.

A/Prof Tseng gave a keynote speech at the
Opening Ceremony, announcing the appointment of
the Malaysian Dental Association (MDA) as a CPE
Provider. The significance of being conferred CPE
Provider status means Singapore dentists who attend
MDA-organised lectures will be credited with the CPE
points automatically. Should this come into effect, MDA
would be the first overseas accredited CPE provider
for the Singapore Dental Council.

The Menteri Besar of Johor, Dato' Haji Abdul
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SDA and MDA group picture with Guests of Honour

Ghani bin Othman will grace the Gala Dinner as Guest of
Honour, further enhancing the importance of this cross-
border event. The 50-strong Singapore delegation will
be led by the SDA Council.

The MDA/SDA Joint Scientific Conferences have
been organised since the early 1980s but political
differences in the ensuing years have diminished such
collaborations. Far-sighted leaders from both dental
associations have revived the Joint Conferences in
recent years. DA





