DENTAL A51A

Asia's Pramier Journal for Dental Praciice and Technology

Editor | Alexis Ang
alexisang@pabloasia.com

Assistant Editor | Geraldine Sim
geraldinesim@pabloasia.com

Editor (Chinese Edition) | Chen Danhong
chendanhong@pabloasia.com

Publications Manager | Jamie Tan
Jamietan@pabloasia.com

General Manager — Pablo Shanghai | Kelly Shen
pabloshanghai@tom.com

General Manager - Pablo Beijing | Ellen Gao
pablochina@tom.com

Graphic Designer | Edwin De Souza
edwin@pabloasia.com

Publisher | William Pang
williampang@pabloasia.com

Executive Director | Alistair Bryson
pablogermany@t-online.de

Associate Publisher | Pamela Buckley
pamela@pabloasia.com

Circulation Executive | Shu Ai Ling
circulation@pabloasia.com

PABLO PUBLISHING PTE LTD
1

Dental Asia is a member of
Pablo Publishing Pte Ltd
Blk 16 Kallang Place #07-01
Singapore 339156
Tel: (65) 6396 7877 « Fax: (65) 6396 7177
E-mail: info@pabloasia.com

Company Registration No: 200001473N

Al rights reserved. Views of writers do not necessarily reflect
the views of the Publisher. No part of this publication may
be reproduced in any form or by any means, without prior
permission in writing from the Publisher and copyright owner.
Whilst every care is taken to ensure accuracy of the information
in this publication, the Publisher accepts no liability for damages
caused by misinterpretation of information, expressed or implied,
within the pages of the magazine. All advertisements are
accepted on the understanding that the Advertiser is authorised
to publish the contents of the advertisements, and in this respect,
the Advertiser shall indemnify the Publisher against all claims
or suits for libel, violation of right of privacy and copyright
infringements. Dental Asia is a controlled-circulation bi-monthly
magazine. Itis mailed free-of-charge to readers who meet a set
of criteria. Paid subscription is available to those who do not fit
our terms of control. Please refer to subscription form provided
in the publication for more details.

Printed by Times Printers Pte Ltd

Dr Graham J. Mount  Dr George Freedman Prof Alex Mersel

(Australia) (Canada) (Israel)

Prof Nigel M. King Dr Hien Ngo
(Hong Kong) (Australia) (Singapore)

Dr Adrian U J Yap

FIRSTWORDS

What it means to
be well-informed

remembered my RCT suspect case. That was almost
quuivalent to losing your nerves while lostin a cold, dark

cave, with no imminent light. Well, this is probably a
very dramatic illustration but when the pain was pummeling
me every other second from one side of my mouth, all |
could whimper was: Help!

Several dentist friends whom | described my condition
to, had nailed down my pain to a root canal problem. Not
only was the pain burdensome, but also thinking about
the financial costs of the RCT and how it could implicate my work in terms of getting
time off from my busy schedule to treat the problem. | was reduced to a loss. | was
desperate — for a cost-friendly and time-friendly solution.

When | finally sat down in the dentist’s chair and did all the thorough tests and
check-up, it was confirmed: it wasn’'t a RCT. Relief swamped over me like a mad
tsunami. It was actually a nerve inside my tooth that, for some reason, was a little
tense and throbbing. But there wasn’t any abscess, as suspected, and there wasn’t
any swelling. The dentist attributed the nerve problem as probably a stress trigger
effect.

As a matter of fact, my RCT suspect case led me to implore what it means to
make a well-informed choice. Often, people are too busy to keep making repeat visits
to the dentist or to keep having second opinions by going from dentist to dentist. And
not to mention, the costs involved: patients do need to know that what they’re paying
for is what they REALLY deserve. For example, is there really a point in convincing
patients to spend a total of almost SGD$8,000 (approximate) just for an implant, when
really, there’re other ways of saving the tooth? And let’s also not forget the social and
emotional stress that accompany dental problems as well.

This issue, we take a closer look at having an informed consent for implants; and
explore some revolutionary dental techniques that can save more time, and hopefully,
reduce some costs. We also went up close and personal with the team behind Q & M
Dental Group. In analysing the lip-closing force and the daily activities for lip functions,
we’ve also studied the use of methods and materials in this issue.

With IDEM Singapore 2010 just a few peeks away, eager anticipation and interest
awaits the arrival of IDEM Singapore 2010 this April. Already, the region’s key dental
meeting and exhibition is gaining full throttle on their registration and has expanded
their world-class scientific program. A positive sign in such trying times.

See you at IDEM Singapore!

Geraldine Sim
Assistant Editor
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